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Preface 

Hermann Matern, a member of the Political Bureau of the Central 

Committee of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany, and deputy- 

President of the People’s Chamber, on 25 September 1969 ad¬ 

dressed a meeting at the House of the National Council in Berlin 

on the theme: 20 Years of the German Democratic Republic - the 

development of a firm co-operation between Marxists and Chris¬ 

tians and our common road to the Socialist community. The occa¬ 

sion for the address was a conference of the Praesidium, the 

secretariat and other members of the central executive and of the 

People’s Chamber fraction of the Christian Democratic Union of 

Germany and of participants in the courses of the Central Training 

Institute Otto Nuschke. 

In his address, the text of which is given here, Hermann Matern 

dealt with the basic problems of the fraternal co-operation of the 

parties and mass organizations united in the National Front of 

Democratic Germany under the leadership of the working class 

and its party. 
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Our Common Road to the Socialist Community 

Dear Friends! 

The year 1969 has had extraordinary high points for us all and has 

also brought us significant successes. 

Behind us lie such events as the Moscow conference of Commu¬ 

nist and Workers’ Parties with its impressive results. It has convinc¬ 

ingly confirmed the fact that the policy of our party and our gov¬ 

ernment conforms completely with the interests of he world 

Communist movement. 

During this past year, the GDR has been diplomatically recog¬ 

nised by seven non-Socialist states. I would also like to mention 

the World Peace Congress which was held in Berlin, the capital 

of the GDR, and the Congress of the National Front of Democratic 

Germany. 

At the same time, I would like to recall that all sections of the 

population made extraordinarily large contributions to our Repub¬ 

lic in the competition to honour the 20th anniversary of our Repub¬ 

lic. Results were achieved in industry and agriculture of a high 

order in terms of the world market, even called forth respect 

among our enemies. Among other things, that was clearly demon¬ 

strated at the spring and autumn Leipzig Fairs this year and on 

other occasions. 

Despite all difficulties brought by the past winter, the spring, as 

well as the unusually arid summer, we were all able to achieve 

great results in joint work. 

The greatest result of this year, the 20th anniversary of our Re¬ 

public, is still ahead of us. What is the significance of the 20 years 

of existence of the GDR? 

Twenty years of the GDR - that is the crowning of the struggle 

7 



of the German working class and the progressive forces for peace, 

democracy and Socialism. Twenty years of the GDR - that is the 

overcoming forever of the cursed imperialist past. We have ful¬ 

filled the historical task of the working class and thereby the 

legacy of all fighters for peace, democracy and social progress. 

Everything for which Communists, Social Democrats, Christians 

and bourgeois patriots suffered imprisonment, death, torture and 

emigration in the anti-fascist resistance struggle has been imple¬ 

mented in the GDR. 

Twenty years of the GDR - that means 20 years of the strength¬ 

ening of fraternal relations with the peoples of the Soviet Union 

and the other Socialist states. These have been 20 years of peace, 

of the development of mutual trust and friendship with all peoples. 

The prerequisite for the victory over imperialism and militarism 

and for the building up of our Socialist social order was the uni¬ 

fication of the working class. The founding of the SED was a devel¬ 

opment of historical scope. It was the greatest achievement of the 

German working class and was the basic condition for the histor¬ 

ical turning point on German soil and for the bringing together 

of all anti-fascist and democratic forces. 

The SED understood how to apply Marxism-Leninism creatively 

to the concrete conditions in a part of Germany. The successful 

road that we have travelled together is the result of a wise, unin¬ 

terrupted, scientifically based policy. 

On this occasion, a few days before the 20th anniversary of our 

Republic, it is opportune to take stock of certain problems, phe¬ 

nomena and correlations, and if you wish, of logical developments, 

to appraise the past and look into the future, to formulate the new 

ideas that are available. I often give thought to phenomena that 

are present in our life, in our society, in our state, and would like 

to talk to you about them. 

One of the most interesting results of our 25-year policy - I 

mean since 1945 - was and is the working together of our five 

parties with their friendly relations to one another, the develop¬ 

ment of normal relations between state and church in the GDR, 

and the building up of the Socialist community. Now that the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic has existed for 20 years, and almost 

25 years have gone by since the end of the Second World War, 
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the conclusion con be drown that an enormous process of reap¬ 

praisal has been going on during these years, an enormous pro¬ 

cess of reeducation in which we all participated, everyone in his 

place and with concrete tasks. It can truthfully be said that we 

have all learned much from that process. 

For us, the issue was always one of looking ahead jointly with 

our friends, so that we could solve the tasks confronting us. At 

certain points in one’s life, in one’s work and in the development 

of society it is necessary to draw a balance and mark out the road 

ahead. The 20th anniversary of our Republic is a stage, a milestone 

that is the occasion for such a balancing of the accounts. 

In the report of the CC of the SED to the 7th Party Congress, it 

was already pointed out that in the process of the development of 

our Socialist community, people with differing views of life have 

learned to work loyally together. Through the drawing of citizens 

professing a religion into the all-out construction of Socialism, the 

community of humanist thought and action of Marxists and Chris¬ 

tians was strengthened in our state. It is characteristic that the 

great majority of citizens professing a religion, including many of¬ 

ficials of the church, have shown themselves to be good citizens of 

the German Democratic Republic. The report, however, did not 

conceal the fact that this process evolved in the conditions of a 

sharp ideological struggle. It has been accompanied by the con¬ 

stant attempts of reactionary West German church circles to mis¬ 

use the church in the GDR politically, to bring the citizens of the 

GDR professing a religion into contradiction with their Socialist 

state. 

Since the 7th Party Congress, the positive development has mani¬ 

festly continued. The Socialist community is consolidating itself. 

The development of the relations between church and state has fol¬ 

lowed a course favourable for all of us. Thus, as one example, 

Christian citizens of the GDR and also the churches participated 

actively in the popular discussion and the referendum on the So¬ 

cialist Constitution of the GDR. Certain proposals and suggestions 

from Christia^'circles were carried into^the Constitution. In the unan¬ 

imous consent of our population for the Constitution, the Chris¬ 

tian citizens were also included. They have given a clear affirma¬ 

tive to the organisation of the all-sided social system of Socialism 
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and to the policy of our party. Individual elements in the churches 

who attacked the draft Constitution from the standpoint of bour¬ 

geois democracy, bourgeois freedom and the bourgeois view of the 

distribution of power, from the standpoint of "liberalising” the 

Constitution, had no success. Despite ardent efforts, neither was 

the enemy able, in connection with the events in Czechoslovakia 

in 1968, to misuse the churches in the GDR for actions in support 

of the counter-revolution. In this complicated situation marked by 

the sharpening of the class struggle, especially in the field of ideo¬ 

logy, the mutually loyal cooperation of Marxists and Christians in 

the GDR withstood the test once more. 

I would like to give another example of the active participation 

of officials, theologians and members of the community church 

councils in the National Front of Democratic Germany. One hun¬ 

dred and ninety-two ministers and 1,515 members of community 

church councils work in the district and county committees of the 

National Front. 

At the moment, there is a discussion in the Evangelical church 

of the GDR as to what place the church occupies in Socialist so¬ 

ciety. What is involved is the question of taking into account the 

social and political realities in the work and organization of the 

church, and therefore also the establishment of the full indepen¬ 

dence of the GDR churches organisationally and juristically with 

regard to the West German and the West Berlin churches. You 

have undoubtedly followed the declarations and attitudes in this 

matter published in the last few weeks. 

That is a completely normal process solely in the competence 

of the churches of the GDR, in which they put into practice what 

we have been pointing out for years, namely, that in their activity, 

the churches have to proceed from the fact that there are two Ger¬ 

man states, that the churches, together with their communities, 

houses of workship, their institutions and facilities, exist in a sover¬ 

eign Socialist state. The Socialist Constitution of the GDR is a 

good — but also the only possible — basis for the activity of the 

churches. The majority of the Christian citizens of the GDR has long 

comprehended that, because it has become convinced that the pol¬ 

icy of the GDR is behalf of peace and social progress is fully in 

harmony with the interests of the Christians. 
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Continuity in the Attitude of the German Workers’ Movement 

Towards Religion and Church 

Our imperialist enemies like to accuse the GDR of dishonesty to¬ 

wards the churches, describe our church policy as a pragmatic, tem¬ 

porary tactic, and falsely attribute to us the aim of wishing to liqui- 

diate Christianity and the churches. 

The absurdity of such coarse - or subtly spun - defamations is 

already clear from the fact that the German Marxist workers’ 

movement can point to a continuity of decades in its attitude to¬ 

wards religion and the church. 

This attitude has been consistently put forward and practiced 

under the conditions of the imperialist class rule as well as under 

the conditions of the struggle for power, and finally under the con¬ 

ditions of the achievement and the exercise of power. We are car¬ 

rying it forward also in the period of the shaping of the compre¬ 

hensive social system of Socialism. 

Our attitude to religion and the church has continuity because 

it is not dependent on accidents, emotions or isolated phenomena, 

but is firmly anchored in the revolutionary Marxist theory and 

practice. It is built up on the scientific views of Marx, Engels and 

Lenin. 

In the attitude of our party to religion and the church there have 

been qualitative developments which are closely connected with 

the working out of a mature Marxist-Leninist strategy and with the 

creative application of the Leninist policy on alliances. 

But never could the thought of a violent administrative abolition 

of religion and of the churches find a place in the German Marxist 

workers’ movement. I direct your attention in this connection to 

Friedrich Engels’ book, Anti-Duhring. 

The German workers' movement often found itself facing rep¬ 

resentatives of the churches on the other side of the barricades in 

class struggles. The church did not exactly present itself to the 

working class as a progressive institution in political and social 

battles. It even took up the position of the exploiting classes and 

sanctioned their policy. 

It is, for example, generally known that the church preached hu¬ 

mility, submission, obedience and the God-given nature of exist- 
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ing social inequality to the oppressed masses. But in the alliance 

of the throne and the altar, it defended the foundation of the Ger¬ 

man monarchy, reactionary Prussianism, German militarism and 

the Junkers' rule. 

At the time of the outbreak of the First World War, the churches 

supported the nationalist and chauvinist frenzy and blessed Ger¬ 

man arms. After the Great Socialist October Revolution, the 

churches arranged themselves in the imperialist anti-Soviet and 

anti-Communist front. 

The high clergy of both churches greeted the seizure of power 

by Hitler, expecting that Marxism and materialism would be 

exterminated under the Nazi rule. 

This close alliance of the church with German reaction greatly 

damaged its prestige and influence. 

The revolutionary German workers’ movement did not allow it¬ 

self to be pushed down to the level of an unscientific anticlerical- 

ism by the reactionary class position of the churches. We have 

never allowed ourselves to be misled, in any phase of ourdevelop- 

ment, into a fight against the church. We did not accept the slo¬ 

gan of "an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth". 

The German Marxist workers' movement rather took into ac¬ 

count, in its attitude to believers, to the churches, that with the 

sharpening of imperialist contradictions and with the develop¬ 

ment of the awareness of the masses, contradictions would inevi¬ 

tably arise within the churches also. It took into account the fact 

that the reactionary policy of the church leadership and the vital 

interests of the believers would clearly clash. 

On the basis of a scientific analysis of the essence of religion, 

our party above all heeded Lenin’s thesis that atheistic propa¬ 

ganda must always be subordinated to the needs of the class 

struggle of the exploited masses against their exploiters. Between 

1933 and 1945, for example, our party very firmly followed that 

principle. 

The setting up of the fascist dictatorship, the totalitarian de¬ 

mand of the Nazis that the churches subordinate themselves spir¬ 

itually and organisationally to the fascist rule, created new objec¬ 

tive conditions for the joint struggle of the Marxists and Christians 

for democratic freedoms and social security. 
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Hitler fascism, as executor of the interests of German imperial¬ 

ism, could only accept the churches on condition of their ideolog¬ 

ical and political co-ordination with the fascist ideology of their 

acceptance of the totalitarian state. That led to the fact that a 

struggle full of contradictions developed among priests and cler¬ 

gymen, especially among the Catholic youth, for the political and 

spiritual independence of the church and its organizations, which 

the Communist Party of Germany viewed with the greatest respect. 

The Communist Party of Germany, in its estimation of the role of 

the churches, took into account, under the conditions of the fascist 

terror, that there were anti-fascist ideas also among followers of 

all confessions, yes, even among church leaders. And history has 

justified this view. 

For the Communist Party of Germany, there emerged the task, 

not only to fight for unity in action with the Christian workers, but 

also to pay more attention to the process of differentiation inside 

the church and among the clergy, and to overcome all narrowness 

in the winning of opposition Christian forces for the joint anti¬ 

fascist struggle. 

Between 1933 and 1945, the Communist Party issued many ap¬ 

peals and undertook many initiatives to draw Christian opponents 

of Hitler into the anti-fascist people's front. 

I would like to mention only the appeal, "To the Christian Work¬ 

ing People of Germany” from the year 1934. This appeal made a 

specific contribution to the development of a strategy which ex¬ 

pressed the new conditions of the class struggle. It was at the 

same time a product of the persistent fight carried on especially 

by Wilhelm Pieck and Walter Ulbricht for the overcoming of the 

influence of sectarian forces in the leadership of the party that 

time. 

The party fulfilled its role as the leading centre in the anti-fas¬ 

cist resistance struggle under the conditions then in existence by 

putting forward problems, and the connection between events, in 

such a way that they were perceived by Christians and were de¬ 

signed to bring the struggle of Christian opponents of Hitler out 

of the isolation and narrowness of a defensive church action. In 

the resistance struggle against Hitler, especially at its Brussels 

and Berne party conferences, the Communist Party worked out 
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the basic scientific principles for the common struggle of Marxists 

and Christians. 

These principles, which were implemented after the destruction 

of Hitler fascism, consisted of the following : 

1. Marxists and Christians are bound together in the struggle 

against German imperialism by joint and vital interests. 

2. The difference in the world outlook of both sides is not an ob¬ 

stacle to the co-operation between Communists and Christians in 

the struggle for democracy, peace and social progress. 

3. The joint struggle for democracy, peace and social progress 

does not signify the giving up or denial of existing differences in 

world outlook. 

4. In the building up of a democratic Germany the Marxists will 

support legal opportunities for the work of the churches and will 

seek its participation in the shaping of a new and better 

Germany. 

A tangible result of the efforts of the Communist Party to promote 

the co-operation of Marxists and Christians was the drawing in 

of church officials - former Wehrmacht priests and clergymen - in 

the activity of the "Free Germany" National Committee, which was 

founded in 1943. 

At the 10th plenary session of the "Free Germany" National 

Committee in June 1944, which was preceeded by conferences 

between war prisoners and priests and clergymen, laymen of both 

congregations and experienced leaders of the Communist Party 

and Communist writers, it was possible to set up the "Working 

Group for Church Questions" in the "Free Germany” National 

Committee. 

The co-operation of Marxists and Christians which was made 

a reality in the movement of the "Free Germany” National Com¬ 

mittee was the product of the consistent policy of the Communist 

Party of Germany for the uniting of all opponents of the Hitler 

dictatorship pursued after the party’s Brussels conference. 

This co-operation was unquestionably assisted by the under¬ 

standing and the support of the Soviet Union, by the military vic¬ 

tories of the Red Army and by the impending defeat of Hitler fas¬ 

cism. 

Decisive, however, for the attainment of a loyal co-operation 
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between Marxists and Christians in the anti-fascist struggle was 

the fact that the CC of the Communist Party of Germany had a 

clear conception in all political and theoretical questions raised 

by the working together of Marxists and Christians. 

On the basis of a scientific analysis of the essence of Hitler 

fascism and of our knowledge of the political and ideological an¬ 

tagonisms between church circles and the Nazi regime, we con¬ 

stantly emphasized the harmony of interests between Marxists and 

Christians in the struggle against Hitler fascism and in the build¬ 

ing up of a democratic, anti-fascist Germany. 

The co-operation between Marxists and Christians, based on 

mutual trust, in the movement of the "Free Germany" National 

Committee, which also developed in other countries of the emigra¬ 

tion, such as Switzerland and Mexico, in the resistance groups 

and in the concentration camps of Germany, demonstrated that 

it is possible to fight jointly for democracy, peace and social prog¬ 

ress. 

It was possible to overcome reservations and mistrust precisely 

through the joint struggle, the joint practical actions and through 

joint sacrifice. 

This co-operation helped the Christians to a deeper under¬ 

standing of the nature of Hitler fascism. Views about the nation, 

about justice and honour, about Marxism and the first Socialist 

state in the world, the Soviet Union, began to change. 

At the same time, the knowledge grew that the ties between the 

churches and the ruling class of exploiters, their alliance with the 

spirit of nationalism, militarism, chauvinism and anti-Communism 

had been false and had to be overcome. 

All of this, naturally, unfolded in a process of reevaluation that 

was rich in contradictions. 

The Model for the Organizing of the Co-operation of Christians 

and Marxists 

The experiences and principles of the joint struggle of Marxists 

and Christians during the night of fascism were in some respects 

the model for the organizing of the co-operation between Marx- 
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ists and Christians, for the regulation of the relations between the 

new administrative organs and the churches after the destruction 

of Hitler fascism. 

The scope of the terrible legacy of German imperialism in 1945 

demanded that this co-operation be carried further on a much 

broader basis. It is known that in 1945, the incorporation of Chris¬ 

tians in the solution of the tasks of the anti-fascist, democratic 

transformation became a fact. 

That happened in the Kulturbund, in the trade unions, in the 

building up of the democratic youth organization and the organs 

for self-administration, and in the bloc of the anti-fascist, demo¬ 

cratic parties. 

We Communists also sought co-operation with the Christian 

politicians of the former Centre Party and the Christian trade 

unions, although a part of these forces were banking on once 

again engineering a bourgeois-democratic development, like 

Jakob Kaiser, Ernst Lemmerand others. 

Our party has not only fulfilled its promise, made in the anti¬ 

fascist struggle, to reestablish freedom of conscience and the 

legal activity of the churches; we have even given the churches 

material aid in getting church life going once again. 

One of the first orders of the Soviet Military Administration in 

Germany (SMAD) allowed the carrying out of divine services. Even 

declared enemies of our party have to admit that the SMAD 

showed great understanding for the churches. 

In the carrying through of the land reform, the land owned by 

the churches was not expropriated. 

A good relationship developed between state and church in the 

first postwar years. Not a few church officials, especially in Meck¬ 

lenburg, supported the carrying through of the land reform, de¬ 

clared that this step was morally justified, and to some extent 

even participated themselves in dividing up the land of the 

Junkers. 

In Saxony, the churches supported the carrying through of the 

referendum on the expropriation of the war criminals. Not a few 

churchmen worked in the People’s Congress movement; for ex¬ 

ample, the present Bishop in Mecklenburg, Beste. 

Naturally, the workers’ parties, bound together in unity of ac- 
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tion, were determined to implement the fullest freedom of religion 

and conscience in the building up of the anti-fascist, democratic 

order. That is something we had never concealed. That required 

a clear separation of church and state, of church and school. 

What was perhaps then not quite clear to some is today under¬ 

stood by everyone - namely, that it was actually, the Communists 

who thus gave the churches real freedom and independence for 

the first time, and made sure that the misuse of religion and the 

church for political purposes, that moral constraint was finally 

ended. It is also clear that the equality of rights of the Catholic 

Church and of small religious communities has been established 

under the new democratic conditions. 

We Marxists have not departed from the principle of freedom of 

conscience and belief. It was the imperialist forces in the then 

CDU who, on the occasion of the municipal and Land parliamen¬ 

tary elections in 1946, through the propagation, among other 

things, of a so-called "Christian Socialism” tried to make political 

capital out of the Christian faith and attempted to force an ideo¬ 

logical struggle onto the SED. 

We did not, however, permit the false alternative of "Christian¬ 

ity or Marxism” to be forced on us, the political goal of which was 

to divert people from the basic anti-imperialist transformation and 

to split the working class. 

With the help of the honest forces in the CDU, it was possible 

to defeat this attack and to create clarity about the fact that 

Christianity and Socialism are not antagonisms and that there can 

be only one Socialism, the scientific Socialism of Marx and Lenin. 

At that time, also, the question of class struggle and of the dic¬ 

tatorship of the proletariat was at the centre of the attack against 

us. 

Imperialism and the Church 

To understand the further development of relations between 

church and state, the development in the Western Occupation 

Zones and the role of the church in this development must be 

taken into consideration. 
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Normally, the reactionary course of the West German church 

leadership is associated with the conclusion of the agreement on 

the ministration of the faith in the armed forces in 1957. With the 

conclusion of this agreement, the inclusion of the churches into 

the aggressive, revanchist NATO policy was settled. 

It cannot, nevertheless, be overlooked that prostrated German 

imperialism was already able to make use of the church in the first 

postwar years. True, the churches had to take into account the 

mass mood and at first, let us say, had to engage in self-criti¬ 

cism — in church terms, I understand, that means making an 

acknowledgment of guilt. 

It did not take very long, however, before those forces were in 

action in the churches in the Western Zones which were working 

against a genuine reeducation and the overcoming of the Ger¬ 

man past. 

Church circles in the West began to take up an attitude against 

the stipulations of the Potsdam Agreement, such as the resettle¬ 

ment of Germans from the territories east of the Oder-Neisse bor¬ 

der or against the bringing to justice of war criminals. They drum¬ 

med up the issue of the prisoners-of-war, especially of the Ger¬ 

man prisoners held by the Soviet Union, and stirred anti-Soviet 

feelings in this manner. 

Western church circles made the first contacts, under the pre¬ 

text of ecumenical ties, with American imperialism - something 

which was still not possible officially for German imperialism. 

There followed a close connection with the churches in the USA 

and a glorification of everything American. 

Scarcely four years later, the churches in West Germany were 

already coming forward with anti-Communism, ignoring all les¬ 

sons of the past and their own pledges. 

The progressive church circles which earnestly desired to learn 

the lessons of the past were step by step forced out of leading 

church positions. 

The propagation of Western ideology, the claim of clerical 

theoreticians that fascism and Communism, fascist ideology and 

Marxism, are in essence identical and had the same roots in God¬ 

lessness, became the current clerical ideology. 

It can be said that leading church forces in the then Western 
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Zones prepared the road for the resurrection of German imperial¬ 

ism. The full integration of the West German church today in the 

power mechanism of the state-monopolist ruling system has grown 

logically from these beginnings. 

When, against the background of the dissolution of the anti- 

Hitler coalition, the aggressive policy of US imperialism and its 

policy of splitting Germany, in the 1950’s complicated the rela¬ 

tionship between church and state in our Republic, then it was not 

because the SED had changed its policy towards the churches, but 

because some church circles had abandoned their loyal attitude 

to the workers’ and farmers’ power and orientated themselves on 

the West German development with its restoration of the old 

order. 

In April 1947, Bishop Dibelius already delivered an address in 

which he clearly departed from democracy. Dibelius put forward 

demands aimed at making religion the only spiritual basis of pub¬ 

lic life, which would have been nothing more than a new edition 

of the bankrupt state church. 

His thesis, "desecularization or defeat”, his demand for resis¬ 

tance to the "anti-Christian state”, and for removal of the school 

from state control, was a declaration of war against the demo¬ 

cratic state in the then Soviet Occupation Zone. 

It was clear that the SED had to reject such claims from the side 

of the church which, in effect, contained the demand that the SED 

should abstain from all ideological propaganda. 

When we acted as we did at the 2nd Party Congress, with re¬ 

newed emphasis on our readiness to work together, it showed the 

persistence with which we adhered to our principles regarding our 

attitude to religion and the church. It is thanks to this attitude that 

a consolidation in the relations between church and state took 

place in 1953. 

Certain church representatives would have been spared some 

detours and some mistaken decisions if they had already orien¬ 

tated themselves on the Socialist perspectives of the GDR in the 

years that followed. Some, however, had the illusion they could 

"tide over" in the GDR until the unification of Germany on the im¬ 

perialist basis. 

Although some church representatives today, in view of the 

19 



firmness and stability of our state, the identity of view between 

the people and the party, no longer wish to be reminded of 

unpleasant facts, it must be said that a number of church memo¬ 

randa and measures against basic aspects of Socialist develop¬ 

ment, such as the Socialist educational system and the introduc¬ 

tion of military service, could neither hold up the planned 

development nor enhance the prestige of the churches. 

Christians in the Socialist Community 

Historical development, the victory of Socialist relations of pro¬ 

duction in the GDR, the development of the GDR into a modern 

industrial state with an efficient agriculture, with an internation¬ 

ally recognized and progressive educational system, has justi¬ 

fied those Christians who far-sightedly and with a consciousness 

of their responsibility took their place in Socialist society and 

worked together in mutual trust with their Marxist friends for the 

prosperous future of the people. 

The credit for the fact that they now constitute the overwhelm¬ 

ing majority of the Christian citizens of our state also belongs to 

a significant degree to the friends of the CDU, the other bloc par¬ 

ties and the mass organizations. 

They have performed great services in the development of the 

Socialist and civic mode of thinking and acting among the Chris¬ 

tian population. 

I would say that what the members of the CDU and its follow¬ 

ers in the GDR have accomplished since 1949 is an outstanding 

example of work with people. 

They have demonstrated that on the side of the working class, 

under the leadership of the Marxist-Leninist party, it is possible 

to organize the enormous process of reeducation successfully. 

They have demonstrated in their activity that our thesis, "We 

take everyone with us into Socialism," is a fact to be taken seri¬ 

ously, which will also be taken up in West Germany in the course 

of history. 

They have correctly understood that in the Socialist community 

we are also implementing - naturally, on another level, - the 

slogan, "One for all and all for one”. 
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We thank you for the fact that your party co-operated in this 

endeavour, that everyone of you made his own contribution. 

We know that you will go further along the road with us for the 

benefit of mankind, of peace and of Socialism. 

In the message of greetings of your central executive to the 

First Secretary of the CC of the SED and Chairman of the Council 

of State, Comrade Walter Ulbricht, that thought is especially em¬ 

phasized. The message says: 

"The experiences of the past year have strengthened us in the 

conviction that Socialism is the order of lasting peace, that it can 

be set up in all-round manner and led to victory only in peace, 

that it will triumph in peace. For that reason, we Christian Demo¬ 

crats have dedicated ourselves to Socialism in our social activity 

with all our strength, because it enables us at last to show that 

the Christian peace ethic is valid in the social framework also 

and to make it a reality in social life, because it gives us the op¬ 

portunity to work for the happiness of our fellow-men in our hu¬ 

manist community.” 

Our party and the government of the GDR attach the greatest 

significance to this co-operation with respect to our common road 

and also with respect to the development in West Germany. That 

is why Walter Ulbricht emphasized the following in his message 

to you: 

"I am certain that the CDU, together with all the forces united 

in our Socialist people’s movement, will undertake new initiatives 

in the shaping of the developed social system of Socialism for the 

wellbeing of our homeland and in the worldwide conflict between 

Socialism and imperialism." 

Our Socialist community is the product of our joint work, of 

which we are justly proud. To develop it further in accordance 

with the decisions of the 7th Party Congress will require strenuous 

joint efforts in the coming years also. As a result of the consistent 

policy of the SED and its allies, aimed at the maintenance of 

peace, prosperity and the development of the Socialist commu¬ 

nity, it was inevitable that Christian citizens, church officials and 

theologians to an ever greater extent recognized that their Chris- 

tian-humanist aspirations also find fulfilment along the Socialist 

road. 
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This process was significantly stimulated by the programmatic 

declaration of the Chairman of the Council of State of the GDR, 

Walter Ulbricht, on 4 October I960, in which he showed that 

Christianity and the humanist aims of Socialism are not contra¬ 

dictions. 

The historical meeting between the meritorious Nestor of Evan¬ 

gelical theology, Professor Emil Fuchs, and the Chairman of the 

Council of State on 9 February 1961 demonstrated the growing trust 

of the Christian citizens in the policy of the party and government. 

At this meeting, in which Emil Fuchs assured the Chairman of the 

Council of State, in the name of the overwhelming majority of 

Christian citizens of the GDR, of their full agreement with the 

peace policy of the government and pledged their vigorous partic¬ 

ipation in the construction of Socialism, it was also shown, 

among other things, why the humanist Christian ideals find their 

implementation in Socialism. 

A new stage in the loyal collaboration between Marxists and 

Christians and in the development of normal relations between 

church and state was opened up by the talk between Walter 

Ulbricht and the Bishop of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in 

Thuringia, Dr. Moritz Mitzenheim, on 18 August 1964 on the Wart- 

burg. 

Bishop Mitzenheim, a churchman with much merit, and the 

Marxist-Leninist Walter Ulbricht, chairman of the State Council, 

confirmed in this talk that the joint humanist responsibility re¬ 

presents the foundation of the loyal collaboration of church and 

state, of Marxists and Christians. 

Today, it is agreed among leading church personalities that the 

road taken by the Thuringian church was correct and has won the 

agreement of the overwhelming majority of Christian citizens of 

the GDR and the growing interest of ecumenical circles. 

I have outlined the road taken in the co-operation between 

Marxists and Christians at some length in order to make clear 

that all the old and contemporary attempts to separate our Chris¬ 

tian citizens from the state and to shake their trust in the Marxist 

party are condemned to defeat forever. 

The attempts of the enemy to raise the differences in world out¬ 

look between us to the level of a fundamental social antagonism, 
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which should allegedly prevent the participation of Christians in 

the GDR in the development of the all-round social system of So¬ 

cialism, will remain wishful thinking and fantasy. 

On the basis of the theses for the 20th anniversary of the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic, we will continue along our successful 

road and will further consolidate our loyal co-operation. 

Regarding Certain Manifestations of Revisionism 

Dear Friends! 

We have learned to know and respect one another in the joint 

efforts on behalf of a happy future for our people. I know that 

there are not a few among you who especially value the openess 

with which we put forward our world outlook. In reverse, the 

avowal of many Christians of their religious convictions has never 

diminished our trust in our Christian comrades-in-arms. 

Many Christians have made the discovery, in our joint struggle, 

that the Marxist-Leninist social theory, that is to say, our social 

prognosis, has been confirmed by life. 

For that reason Christians have taken over certain views of 

Marxism in the field of the social sciences, such as, for example, 

the Leninist analysis of imperialism, the Marxist analysis of the 

character of German imperialism and fascism, or the Marxist 

evaluation of the state-monopoly capitalist system in West Ger¬ 

many. That did not require any abandonment by Christians of 

their religious beliefs or their ideological convictions. 

We have never made the giving up of these convictions a con¬ 

dition or a goal of our policy of alliances. 

In the interests of this frankness and clearness in the relations 

between Marxists and Christians, which are the foundation of our 

mutual trust, I would like to comment on certain manifestations 

of revisionism in the field of the Marxist policy of alliances and of 

scientific atheism. 

I do it above all because the ideological class struggle covers 

all fields and has become one of the main forms of the class con¬ 

flict between Socialism and imperialism. 

To know where imperialist ideology is aimed and why it is nec- 
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essary to have a firm standpoint in the fight against it, and es¬ 

pecially in the fight against today’s revisionist theories - that is 

not only a matter for Marxists but also for Christian citizens. It is 

obvious that the ideological offensive of imperialism is aimed at 

the Socialism we are jointly creating. 

Above all, we should make a check of the revisionist theories 

and views on the basis of our own practical experiences in our 

working together. 

The Moscow conference of Communist and Workers’ Parties 

described revisionism as the main danger for the unity and cohe¬ 

siveness of the Communist world movement. 

Revisionism is showing its face currently, not only in the field of 

economy and culture, but also in other areas of Marxist theory and 

practice, as for example in the area of the Marxist-Leninist theory 

on alliances and of the Marxist analysis and critique of religion. 

The revisionist views in these fields are aimed against the lead¬ 

ing role of the Marxist party and against the political, philosoph¬ 

ical and ideological unity of the international Marxist working- 

class movement. 

Our party has repeatedly settled accounts with the so-called 

"pluralistic model of Socialism”. 

I would like to add a few thoughts with respect to the policy 

on alliances. 

Certain elements in several West European Communist Parties 

talk of the setting aside of the so-called "monolithic” system of 

Socialism and the transition to the "pluralistic" system. 

Recently, the West German Catholic newspaper Publik pub¬ 

lished the following: 

"In the Communist movement the following is the situation. The 

windows are being opened. Marxists are intensively studying 

modern Christian theology in order to penetrate deeper into the 

problems of a possible common perspective. Gradually, and in a 

severe clash of opinions, the internal isolation is being overcome. 

In a few Communist Parties the perspective of a democratic and 

pluralistic Socialism has already been opened up.” 

I do not doubt that it is quite interesting to follow modern Chris¬ 

tian theology. In doing so, it can easily be found that Western 

theology is experiencing its greatest spiritual crisis up to now. It 
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has been shaken to its roots. This process is most intimately con¬ 

nected with the sharpening of social contradictions in the world, 

the progress of science and technique, and the increased power 

of attraction of Marxism-Leninism. 

I prefer, however-and would recommend it to others - to make 

an intensive study of the founders of Marxism-Leninism and of 

the laws of social development presented in their works. For the 

knowledge of the laws of social development helps us to recog¬ 

nize and solve in time the problems of development that have 

ripened. 

The study of Marxist social science has also brought us, in my 

opinion, clarification as to the problems of joint perspectives of 

Marxists and Christians. 

Some Western newspapers are obviously of the opinion that the 

growing political and moral unity of the people in the Socialist 

countries can be deranged by claiming that we wish to force all 

our allies into ideological uniformity and bring them into line with 

our views. That, however, is primitive. 

We all know that the real process of the evolution of moral and 

political unity was a many-sided and long process of ideological 

growth and maturing which was never marked by "orders from 

above" in ideological questions through the enforcement of uni¬ 

formity. 

We declare that the success of our policy of alliance lies pre¬ 

cisely in the fact that through it people of differing world out¬ 

look found their way together and worked jointly, in mutual trust, 

in the solution of problems of social development. 

In the GDR, for example, the CDU most definitely had its own 

separate spiritual and world outlook. It also dedicated itself, 

among other things, to the fostering of the humanist Christian 

traditions and has the necessary material means and prerequi¬ 

sites for that purpose. 

The situation is similar in other parties. 

We have always considered that to be, not a disadvantage, but 

rather an advantage for the development of our co-operation in 

a spirit of mutual trust and the evolution of our political and moral 

unity. 

As is known, the churches in the GDR also have publications, 
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organs, publishing houses and so forth which provide them with 

the opportunity to publicize their religious convictions. 

The bloc policy of the GDR, its respect for the spiritual and spe¬ 

cial ideological features of the allied partner shows that the char¬ 

acterization of our policy of alliances as a monolithic system does 

not stand up to an examination of the reality. 

In any event, we value highly the independent contribution 

which the bloc parties have made in the reeducation of our people 

and in the settling of accounts with the imperialist ideology. 

But the "theoreticians” of the "pluralistic system” do not take 

the trouble to make an objective study of this process. They are 

concerned quite simply with the liquidation of the leading role of 

the working class, its party and its world outlook. 

What is involved is the infiltration of bourgeois opinions on de¬ 

mocracy and freedom under the fuzzy banner of pluralism. To put 

it quite simply, what is involved is disruption. 

The experiences of 1968 in Czechoslovakia showed clearly that 

the so-called world outlook of pluralism served only as a cloak for 

the popularizing of all kinds of imperialist theories along with 

their anti-Communist goals. 

We declare, on the other hand, that the leading role of the 

working class and its scientific theory and world outlook represent 

the firm principle for our mutual relations. 

The recognition of this principle by our bloc friends has noth¬ 

ing at all to do with orders from above or the issuing of commands 

by the Marxist-Leninist party, but is based on the historical ex¬ 

perience of our alliance partners and on the recognition of the 

historical contribution of the SED. 

It can even be said that the humanist outlook became effective 

only under the leading role of the working class because social 

relations provided the prerequisites for such a development. 

The representatives of non-Marxist humanist intellectual atti¬ 

tudes, on the contrary, in the conditions of imperialist rule are 

condemned to play the role of an opposition that may be brave 

and honourable but changes nothing, which often leads to resig¬ 

nation. 

In the class struggles of our days a most remarkable process is 

making itself evident, namely, the fact that in many parts of the 
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world the followers of the varied confessions are moving into ac¬ 

tion, are taking up anti-imperialist positions and coming closer to 

the political demands of the Marxist parties. 

In Spain, Catholic priests are fighting in the Workers’ Commis¬ 

sions against the Franco dictatorship. 

In Latin America, sections of the clergy are supporting the de¬ 

mands of the working people for living conditions worthy of hu¬ 

man beings and sharply criticize the conservative attitude of the 

top clergy. 

We Marxists pay great attention to such movements and devel¬ 

opments. That was alo, for example, clearly expressed in the main 

document of the conference of Communist and Workers’ parties. 

The document declared: 

"Owing to the considerable aggravation of social contradictions, 

conditions have arisen in many capitalist countries for an anti- 

monopoly and anti-imperialist alliance of the revolutionary work¬ 

ing-class movement and broad masses of religious people. 

"The Catholic Church and some other religious organizations are 

experiencing an ideological crisis, which is shattering their age¬ 

long concepts and existing structures. 

"Positive co-operation and joint action between Communists 

and broad democratic masses of Catholics and followers of other 

religions are developing in some countries. The dialogue between 

them on issues such as war and peace, capitalism and socialism, 

and neocolonialism and the problem of the developing countries, 

has become highly topical; their united action against imperialism, 

for democracy and socialism, is extremely timely. 

"Communists are convinced that in this way - through broad 

contacts and joint action — the mass of religious people can be¬ 

come an active force in the anti-imperialist struggle and in carry¬ 

ing out far-reaching social changes." (New Times No. 26, 30 June 

1969) 

We cannot, however, overlook the fact that certain intellectuals 

in various Communist Parties see these developments in a non- 

Marxist manner. They proceed on the basis of the developments 

described here, but do not recognize the nature of certain efforts 

at adaptation in the church. They describe religion to some extent 

as a sort of progressive ideology. 
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From that standpoint the deduction it at times made that the 

Marxist analysis of the nature of religion no longer fits and that 

it has to be revised. What is meant is the classical definition of 

Marx in the introduction to his critique of the Hegelian philosophy 

of right, in which it is stated, among other things: 

"The religious misery is in one way the expression of real misery, 

and in another way the protest against real misery. Religion is the 

sigh of the harried creature, the soul of a heartless world, just as 

it is the spirit of spiritless circumstances. It is the opium of the 

people.” 

Certain theoreticians think that it is necessary to withdraw the 

last sentence in this definition and in its place emphasize the pro¬ 

testing function of religion. 

We believe that for Marx the issue in his definition was the char¬ 

acterization of the social character of religion, of the fact that in 

religion real social circumstances are reflected in an illusionary 

manner. 

Marx varied this concept in his definition from different points 

of view. But what is involved is an integrated definition and we 

consider it to be wrong to make the one or the other side of the 

definition independent, because that would lead to wrong con¬ 

clusions. 

Views about a supposed progressive character of religion, cer¬ 

tain non-class evaluations and overestimations of modernism in 

theology and the efforts at adaptation in Catholicism as well as in 

Protestantism are only possible on the basis of the falsification of 

the Marxist approach to the nature of religion. 

It would surely not be difficult to apply the scientific Marxist 

definition in its totality to clerical theories and attitudes of our day, 

such as the theory of non-violence, the Catholic social theory and 

the Evangelical social ethic. 

What do the above-mentioned developments in the revolution¬ 

izing of religious people in various parts of the world show? 

They do not show that the essence of religion and its social func¬ 

tion as described by Marx has changed. The progressive attitude 

of such religious people is not determined by the fact that they 

are the holders of religious convictions but because they are social 

beings. Their progressive thinking and actions result in the first 
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place from their real life situation, from their real conditions of 

living. 

It is quite another matter that early Christianity especially, as 

an ideology of oppressed classes, contains humanist elements and 

Christian ideals which, especially in the period of the sharpening 

of class contradictions, can influence the thinking and actions of 

religious people to carry through political and social demands. 

We respect the outlook of religious people, people who out of 

Christian conviction take part in the fight against social injustice, 

against imperialist war and against oppression. But that neither 

demands nor justifies in any way a revision of the Marxist analysis 

of the nature of religion. 

When we say that Christianity and the social principles of So¬ 

cialism are not antagonisms, this refers to the concrete questions 

of social relations, but not to the world outlook of the working 

class and Christianity respectively. 

Practice shows thatthedialogue between Marxists and Christians 

as pushed forcibly by some western ideologists has the result, not 

of Christianity coming closer to Marxism but, on the contrary, of 

Marxism coming closer to the basic ideological positions of Chris¬ 

tianity. That serves neither Christians nor Marxists. 

On the other hand, the revisionist theories also falsify the basic 

Christian viewpoint. The imperialist ideology - for example, the 

convergence theory and other fashionable currents of imperialist 

philosophy — are increasingly permeating the official church teach¬ 

ings and opinions. 

The result is a deformation, even a denial of the spiritual legacy 

of Christianity. 

That is a most serious problem for theologians who wish to carry 

on their church work in Socialist society, whose citizens are dis- 

tinguised by a Socialist awareness and scientific thinking. 

It seems to me that there is no less reason for Christians today 

to stand on guard against the infiltration of imperialist ideology 

into Christianity than in 1933. 
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The New Orientation of Religious Believers All Over the World 

Dear Friends! 

In the process of our common struggle, we have achieved great 

things. We have not only strengthened our German Democratic 

Republic in an all-sided manner and made it into an acknowl¬ 

edged peace factor in Europe; we have also frustrated all im¬ 

perialist attempts to liquidate the GDR and other Socialist states 

in a frontal assault. We have jointly fought the brutal, blatant anti- 

Communism and have based ourselves firmly in that fight on our 

alliance with the Soviet Union and on the consolidation of all our 

successes and victories. We have defeated all the attempts of West 

German imperialism to gain the upper hand through ideological 

diversion, through ideological softening-up. 

The stable community of all forces united in the National Front, 

the loyal co-operation of Marxists and Christians will continue to 

face the attacks of our imperialist enemy. 

In the joint and determined defence against all anti-Socialist 

theories, I am convinced, our loyal collaboration will be further 

strengthened. 

The basic changes in the relation of forces in the world in favour 

of Socialism affect all areas of social life. They also influence the 

policy of international church bodies. That has become particularly 

evident in the last ten years. 

The 2nd Vatican Council as well as the meetings of the World 

Council of Churches have shown: the Vatican, and also the World 

Council of Churches in Geneva, must take into account the con¬ 

ditions of the epoch of transition from capitalism to Socialism on 

a world scale. 

It is not a malicious claim, but an irrefutable fact that no serious 

person would deny, if I say that the international institutions of 

the churches are tied up in manifold ways with capitalism and the 

policy of the imperialist states. It also requires no special proof 

that in these institutions anti-Communism in one form or another 

has struck deep roots over a period of decades. That is essential 

for our evaluation of developments and manifestations in inter¬ 

national church policy. 

But it is not enough for a scientifically exact and differentiated 

30 



evaluation of these international church institutions. The Marxist- 

Leninist analysis has never stopped at this point. 

In the international workers’ movement, for example, the 

attempts of the Vatican and of the World Council of Churches to 

approach the questions of peace and social progress in a new 

way receive careful attention. Thus the conference of Communist 

and Workers’ Parties of Europe, which took place in Karlovy Vary 

in April 1967, already pointed out in its significant final declaration 

that "new tendencies are revealing themselves in Christian circles 

in connection with social progress and peace”. 

When the present Pope Paul VI condemns war in his Social Ency¬ 

clical and demands "that an ever more effective world-wide soli¬ 

darity should allow all peoples to take their fate into their own 

hands”, then that can be understood by Catholic followers only 

as encouragement for world-wide solidarity with the heroic Viet¬ 

namese people fighting for its freedom and independence, as a 

condemnation of the war adventures of the United States govern¬ 

ment and of the services rendered the latter as hired hands by 

the military adventurers in West Germany. 

The attitude of the Vatican to these questions seems to us to be 

understandable, for under the hail of bombs of the American 

aggressors, the Catholic churches are also laid in dust and ashes 

in this suffering land, and Vietnamese citizens of Catholic faith, 

along with their priests, are tortured and murdered. The US 

aggression, thus, also destroys the Catholic Church. Pope Paul VI 

obviously feels himself to be more responsible for the fate of his 

church than for the fate of American bases in Asia. 

In view of this gruesome American lesson, for some years now 

the influence is rising of those representatives in the Roman church 

who have understood that a third World War would jeopardise the 

existence of the Catholic church, its continuation as a world church, 

as a religious community of international significance. 

In the World Council of Churches in Geneva, similar considera¬ 

tions are certainly at work. 

The new tendencies described here in the political attitude of 

world church bodies — so our experience teaches us — cannot be 

considered as absolute. Alongside the forces which desire and are 

able to estimate the world situation more realistically, those forces 
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are still at work in Rome as well as in Geneva which want to de¬ 

grade the international church bodies to the status of branches 

of American imperialism. Their murky attitude to the Israeli aggres¬ 

sion in the Near East, their view of the question of the Oder-Neisse 

border, which is a mockery of political realities and common-sense, 

and many other such symptoms show the class-based character 

and narrowness of international political representatives of the 

churches. 

Nevertheless, the new tendencies described above are visible 

in international church policy, and they have significance not only 

for the events in the Far East. 

The joint action of Marxists and Christians for peace, Socialism 

and understanding among the peoples, as demanded once again 

at the conference of Communist and Workers’ Parties in Moscow, 

was and remains a maxim of our policy on alliances, an unshake- 

able basic feature of the policy of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger¬ 

many. 

In the first portion of my remarks I have already shown that the 

joint political actions, regardless of opposing views in world out¬ 

look and religious questions, have been an important prerequisite 

for our successes in the twenty years of the existence of the Ger¬ 

man Democratic Republic. 

They are also now, in the 20th year of our Socialist state, a guar¬ 

antee of the successful solution of the complicated tasks confront¬ 

ing us. 

And not least, they are a visible expression of the conformity 

of the policy of our Marxist-Leninist party and our Socialist state 

with the needs of the struggle of the international workers’ move¬ 

ment for the maintenance and guaranteeing of peace. 

The changed relation of forces internationally and the sharpen¬ 

ing class conflicts in wide areas of the world move the Vatican and 

also the World Council of Churches to seek new answers to social 

problems. Such questions are put forward by the working people 

in the imperialist states as well as in the countries under neo- 

colonialist rule. 

The workers and farmers of these countries, in view of the aboli¬ 

tion of exploitation in the Socialist community of states, now also 

demand from the leadership of the churches, urgently and loudly, 

32 



in place of the previous timidly exercised pseudocritique of so- 

called "exaggerations’’ or "deformations” of capitalism, or of forms 

and methods of capitalist exploitation that have long been un¬ 

practical, clear answers, for example, on the question of the Chris¬ 

tian and moral permissibility of revolutionary changes in those 

social relations which cause their poverty, their need and their 

misery. 

In the consciousness of the exploited masses in the nations 

fighting for their social liberation, the deep truth of the last thesis 

on Feuerbach of Karl Marx is winning recognition in the hard 

school of the class struggle, namely, the thesis that it is not enough 

to interpret the world, the issue is to change the world. 

This development of the consciousness of the masses of religious 

people is an essential feature of the epoch of transition from capi¬ 

talism to Socialism. 

It requires no special explanation as to why the Pope as well 

as the World Council of Churches have not been able to provide 

an answer to the questions put to them. 

Only Marxism-Leninism provides a valid answer to the question 

as to the possibility, necessity and effectiveness of the revolution¬ 

ary transformation of social relations. 

Against Clerical Anti-Communism 

But the second aspect is also important: 

Whether the world institutions of the churches issue declarations 

of damnation and decrees of excommunication against co-opera¬ 

tion with the Communists in the solution of social problems or the 

question of peace, as the late Pope Pius XII alone did on more 

than 50 occasions, or whether co-operation in the solving of these 

problems is tolerated by the international church institutions, 

whether the Christians are even encouraged to engage in such co- 

operation by the church institutions - that is and remains not with¬ 

out influence on social movements in our time. The social conflicts 

such as those unfolding currently in Spain are a good example of 

that. 

I would like to make these thoughts clear with an example of 
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Catholic social teaching which, in its essence, is an instrument for 

the justification of the exploitative order. Those economic scientists 

in our Republic who described the social circular of the late Pope 

John XXIII, despite all respect for some realistic approaches to 

the question of peace and rapprochement of the peoples, as an 

"Encyclical of state-monopoly capitalism”, were unquestionably 

correct. 

The social and political conceptions of the current Pope Paul VI, 

which are basically in accordance with the decisions of the 2nd 

Vatican Council, differ from those of his predecessor only in non- 

essentials. Nevertheless, we find individual passages in his new 

social Encyclical with which we can agree, because the working 

people in the imperialist countries and the countries fighting for 

their national and social liberation will view them as encourage¬ 

ment to work unitedly and jointly with Communists and Socialists 

for their social interests and for the abolition of the exploitative 

order that treats them as serfs. 

Pope Paul VI in one passage of his social Encyclical recalls the 

Bishop of Milan, Ambrosius, who lived about sixteen hundred years 

ago, with the following remarkable quotation : "It is not your wealth 

with which you show yourself generous to the poor. You only give 

back to them what belongs to them. For you have only taken what 

exists for common use. The earth is there for all, not only for the 

rich.” 

These are good and true words. They were spoken in the period 

of the slave uprisings. One can call them a credo of social justice 

which is just as valid today as sixteen hundred years ago. 

This quotation, repeated today, can only be understood as a 

repudiation of those imperialist forces which, under the cloak of 

"development aid”, sabotage the abolition of neo-colonialist ex¬ 

ploitation by means of export of capital, charity and social reforms 

and want to preserve the social grievances in large areas of the 

world. 

It is an indication of the contradictory character of the Vatican 

conception on social questions that the imperialist "development 

aid” and the social reforms for the direct purpose of preventing 

revolutionary changes in the existing exploitative situation are 

given support in the same breath. 
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Pope Paul VI must have been thinking of the social development 

in Latin America when working out this contradictory conception. 

Of about 200 million inhabitants there, 180 million are of the 

Catholic faith, or 90 per cent. In other words, one-third of all the 

Catholics in the world live in Latin America. Most of them live in 

literal misery. 

In view of such a situation, the Vatican could attempt to place 

itself openly and without concealment on the side of the defenders 

of neo-colonialism only on pain of isolating itself from every third 

Catholic in the world. 

Among the new tendencies in the policy of international church 

institutions is also the appearance, in place of an open and bla¬ 

tant clerical anti-Communism, of more subtle and disguised forms 

of anti-Communism. 

This change is not something confined solely to the policy of 

international institutions of the church. Apart from a few groupings 

of ideological backwoodsmen, it has unfolded all along the line 

in the imperialist ideology in connection with the global strategy 

and the so-called "new Eastern policy” of West German impe¬ 

rialism. 

We estimate that this turn is an expression of the increased 

knowledge that Communism, as all revolutionary processes in 

society in general, cannot be answered with condemnations and 

curses. Socialism has constantly grown and consolidated itself 

despite all open anti-Communist actions. 

The most militant Vatican document of this kind is the anti- 

Communist edict issued by the Holy Office in Rome in July 1949, 

which forbade all Catholics from belonging to or promoting a Com¬ 

munist Party, from distributing Communist books, newspapers and 

journals, or even to read them. The threatened church chastisement 

ranged from denial of the church sacraments to excommunication. 

All of mankind, especially the Catholics, can check in practice 

what has remained of this edict. 

As I have already said, the fascist Franco regime is, precisely 

at this moment, throwing Catholic priests and Communists jointly 

into prison. That can only lead to Marxists and Christians finding 

the road to one another for an alliance in the struggle for social 

justice. 
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The turn in clerical anti-Communism is also attributable to the 

fact that Christians are fighting jointly and under the leadership 

of Communist and Workers' Parties for peace, social justice and 

social progress. It is a sign of the rising influence of Socialism on 

the Catholic masses, because it has become a blooming and 

powerful reality in a great part of the world. 

Of the 480 million Catholics in the world, out of a total world 

population of 2,600,000,000 people, 64,000,000, according to church 

statistics, live in the Socialist states. They represent 12 per cent of 

the world’s Catholics. They are participating in the building of 

Socialism. They have helped to change the social relations with all 

their strength and have thereby changed themselves in terms of 

their thinking, their actions and their feelings. 

The changes in clerical anti-Communism signify, thirdly, a defeat 

for the advocates of a blatant anti-Communist course by the Vat¬ 

ican and in the World Council of Churches to the benefit of those 

forces which evaluate the world political situation more realistic¬ 

ally. 

The rejection of open forms of anti-Communism in no way, how¬ 

ever, signifies rejection by the world church organs of ideological 

struggle against Socialism in general. No one should believe that 

these new, more flexible and more subtle methods of anti-Com¬ 

munism represent a subsiding of the ideological conflict. 

This change in no way signifies disarmament, but rather a wide- 

reaching political and ideological rearmament. It is an ideological 

"flight forwards" with which the world church organs are attempting 

to formulate their reply to the basic social problems in a new way. 

The Churches and the Objective Social Processes 

In order to evaluate these new answers, the unassailable, yes, the 

only valid criterion is their effect in the world historical struggle 

between Socialism and imperialism in terms of the basic question: 

"Who defeats whom?” 

The ideological struggle does not thereby become simpler but 

more complicated, not more superfluous but more necessary. 
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The thesis that the new manifestations in international church 

policy need a constant scientific, that means, a class-orientated 

analysis, is precisely at this moment of special significance. 

One-sided, superficial judgments on such manifestations are 

also to be found from time to time in our own publications. To give 

only a single example, in one case the attitude of the present Pope 

to social progress is measured primarily on the basis of his opinion 

about the anti-baby pill. 

Such an approach is naturally off the beam. The West German 

newspapers of the trusts have laid on this theme thickly and have 

thereby, not without success, distracted attention from the impor¬ 

tant basic political questions, above all, from the consequences of 

the aggressive and revanchist policy of the Bonn regime. With the 

discussion on the papal opinion about contraceptives they shunted 

aside the controversy about the Emergency Laws. 

When the Pope, in this connection, expresses the opinion that 

the unrestrained extension of contraception only deepens the 

swamp of late capitalist society, especially as represented by the 

USA and West Germany, he is unquestionably correct. We too are 

of the opinion that the population problems in the developing 

countries can be solved, not through chemical preparations, but 

solely by revolutionary changes in social relations. 

That the attitude of the Vatican to the position of the woman in 

society, to the application of scientific knowledge in the manage¬ 

ment of social processes, and so on, stems from the previous cen¬ 

tury and represents a malignant anachronism in our day, is and 

will remain an object of our criticism. 

But neither this nor other primarily internal church problems, 

such as the celibacy of priests, the modernisation of church life and 

so on, are valid standards for measuring progressiveness or con¬ 

servatism in international church policy. 

In assessing the attitude of these institutions to social progress, 

the one and only criterion is their activity on the basic problems 

of world politics — peace or atomic war, security in Europe, the 

signing of the non-proliferation treaty on nuclear weapons and the 

curbing of the imperialist instigators of war. 

The epoch of transition from capitalism to Socialism, with its 

fundamental changes in the social and political structure of our 
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world, leaves its stamp on all philosophical, ideological and relig¬ 

ious systems and their institutions. 

The results of the 2nd Vatican Council and the conferences of 

the World Council of Churches also reveal, in a specific way, the 

objective social processes of the transition period. These are pri¬ 

marily: 

The changing of the relation of forces in the world in favour of 

Socialism and the growing influence of the scientific world out¬ 

look of Marxism-Leninism on the masses of the working popula¬ 

tion in all countries; 

The general crisis of the imperialist system and the deepening 

crisis of bourgeois ideology; 

The scientific-technological revolution and the progress of 

science connected with it, which constantly confirms and 

enriches the Marxist-Leninist world outlook anew. 

Our Socialist State Bases Itself on the Activity and Participation 

of Its Citizens 

Dear Friends! 

Socialism in the German Democratic Republic is the result of the 

innumerable good deeds and self-sacrificing acts of millions of 

people. In the history of Germany, there has never before been 

a state which could base itself so completely on the democratic 

activity and co-responsibility of its citizens as ours does. 

The most difficult task which we have solved has undoubtedly 

been the building up of Socialism with all people, including those 

who had succumbed to fascist ideology. Worse than the material 

chaos of the Second World War were the spiritual and moral ruins 

and the ideological confusion of the people. 

Many reactionary views had to be overcome, and you yourselves 

know what a hard struggle had to be carried on in your ranks also 

for democratic reforms such as the land and school reforms. 

The firm co-operation of our party with the CDU and the other 

democratic parties and mass organisations strengthened the pro¬ 

gressive forces so that they could win the upper hand in this com¬ 

plicated situation. It is our joint merit if Socialist consciousness is 

firmly rooted in our population. 
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That finds its concrete expression in the fact that today, along¬ 

side the working class, the co-operative farmers, the intellectuals 

and the members of other strata of working people also connect 

up their thinking, feeling and actions with the Socialist perspec¬ 

tives of the GDR and with the development of the Socialist com¬ 

munity. 

We were able to achieve that because we at no point gave up 

our alliances. Our partners had the opportunity to persuade them¬ 

selves in practice of the correctness of our policy. 

The basis for our co-operation are the common interests of the 

working class and all working people. The mutual relationship 

arises above all from the fact that the class interests of the working 

class express the needs of social progress and are therefore ob¬ 

jectively identical with the vital interests of all working people. 

That does not mean that the Socialist aims of the working class 

were understandable for everyone from the very beginning. That 

required the Marxist-Leninist policy of alliances, which always took 

as its point of departure those questions in which there was agree¬ 

ment between the working class and the other fraternal classes 

and strata. 

We have not, however, stopped at this point. Through the policy 

of alliances, we created at the same time the economic, political, 

^ideological, intellectual and cultural prerequisites that ensured the 

constant growth of the area of understanding between the working 

class and its allies. 

The party of the working class at the right moment proposed 

solutions which were acceptable to all sections of the population. 

We based ourselves, for example, on the fact that the farmers had 

to carry through their joining together in co-operatives by them¬ 

selves. That does not by any means signify that we left the develop¬ 

ment in the countryside to itself. 

Through the creative application of the Leninist co-operative 

plan we showed the farmers the most favourable way in which they 

could themselves overcome the obstacles of small-scale production. 

We took into account the traditions, the mentality and the level of 

awareness of the farmers by setting up the three types of co-opera¬ 

tives (LPG). 

At the 3rd Party Conference in March 1956, the SED gave a clear 
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answer to the question as to how the self-employed, the indepen¬ 

dent tradesmen and the private employers come to Socialism in 

a highly industrialised country. 

Forms of co-operative labour also developed among the indepen¬ 

dent tradesmen, just as among the farmers. Production co-opera¬ 

tives of tradesmen were set up, and commission arrangements 

were made with individual dealers. 

As far as the small and middle capitalists were concerned, we 

based ourselves here on the fact that the establishment of firm 

relations of alliance, with the private employers was also neces¬ 

sary. As is known, we took up the proposal of the CDU, and the 

first employers to accept state participation in their businesses 

were members of your party. 

In the search for suitable forms of economic co-operation with 

these strata, all fraternal parties have made a creative contribu¬ 

tion. Their members often were in the van in an exemplary manner 

and helped destroy the ideological influence of imperialism. 

Through our policy, the lies of the imperialists, according to 

which Socialism spelled ruin for the middle classes, was refuted. 

It was demonstrated that it is only under the leadership of the 

working class and its party that these strata have a secure per¬ 

spective. 

With the victory of Socialist relations of production and the 

safeguarding of the state border in August 1961, a new period be¬ 

gan in our policy of alliances. 

The Socialist relations of production and the Socialist economic 

system constitute the firm foundation on which the co-operation 

of all classes and strata can further develop. 

Guided by the general laws of social development, our party 

worked out the program of Socialism and was able to put before 

the 7th Party Congress the task of creating the developed social 

system of Socialism, along with its core, the economic system. 

That put at the centre of our joint work the task of strengthen¬ 

ing the GDR in an all-round manner and of allying it firmly with 

the Soviet Union and the other fraternal Socialist countries. The 

issue was to make even clearer the superiority of theSocialist order 

over capitalism. 

The basis for the solution of this task was the Socialist Constitu- 
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tion, which was discussed and approved by the whole people in a 

referendum. It declares that "the firm alliance of the working class 

with the class of co-operative farmers, the members of the intelli¬ 

gentsia and the other sections of the people" is an "inviolable 

basis of the Socialist social order". 

For the first time in Germany, the joint action of all the forces 

of the people, which finds its organized expression in the National 

Front of Democratic Germany, is designated as the principle of 

social life. 

Our policy at all times is to base every step in the further devel¬ 

opment of our social system on the understanding, the conviction 

and the awareness of our citizens. In that way, completely new 

class relationships have developed. Class antagonism has been 

abolished. "Every class and strata is experiencing a higher devel¬ 

opment”, Comrade Walter Ulbricht said at the 7th Congress of the 

SED. 

The working class is the leading force in society and constitutes 

the heart of the developing Socialist community. As a result of the 

fact that the working class in the developed social system of So¬ 

cialism, on the one hand.isthe main producer of social wealth, and 

is, on the other hand, the main owner of the means of production, 

its leading role keeps growing. It is the force in society which 

exercises political power and is the leading force in economy and 

culture as well. 

That in no way diminishes the role of its allies. The class alliance 

with the co-operative farmers and the other working strata is to¬ 

day, and will remain in the future, the stable foundation of our 

workers’ and farmers’ power. 

The working class and its allies have a joint interest in the com¬ 

plete implementation of the economic laws of Socialism, in the 

growth of Socialist property, in the attainment of the highest 

scientific and technological level, in the raising of labour produc¬ 

tivity and in the reduction of primary production costs. 

The course that requires was worked out at the Congress of the 

National Front of Democratic Germany and at the 9th, 10th and 

11th sessions of the CC of the SED. 
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Social Need is the Criterion 

We orientate ourselves, for example, on the creation of highly 

efficient economic units through the setting up and strengthening 

of national owned Kombinats or industrial combinesand nationally 

owned plants which, with the help of their scientific and technologi¬ 

cal capacities and through the application of scientific methods 

of management, will ensure the production of first rate commodi¬ 

ties and above all guarantee the production of a high proportion 

of top products in large series. 

With the development of very efficient nationally owned indus¬ 

trial combines and plants, favourable conditions develop for co- 

operation with semi-private plants. In that way a significant in¬ 

crease in production can be achieved. The plants with state partic¬ 

ipation and the co-operatives are by themselves not in a position 

to attain a higher rate of labour productivity as well as top level 

and pioneering performance. 

We endeavour to help these plants to become dependable 

partners in co-operation on the basis of long-term contracts. That 

is in the interests of the higher effectiveness of our economy, 

although I would like to emphasize that the Komplementare 

(Private owners who asked for state partnership in their enter¬ 

prises) take such steps voluntarily and maintain their legal in¬ 

dependence. 

I believe that it is necessary to outline more convincingly the 

significance of accepting state participation among those owners 

of private enterprises who, on the basis of their efficiency and their 

economic significance, are suited for Socialist co-operation. 

In this connection, I would once more like to point out that the 

further development of commodity groups is of basic significance 

and is the way to increase efficiency substantially. 

The better supplying of repair and service establishments 

demands that in the field of the tradesmen, too, all reserves should 

be uncovered and utilized. 

In order to meet the increased demands and the growing needs 

of our citizens in this field, the tradesmen’s co-operatives have 

made strenuous efforts and have raised their contribution notably 

in comparison with the independently working tradesmen. It has 
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been shown that joining these co-operatives (PGH) has been ad¬ 

vantageous for the individual and for society. 

Allow me a marginal comment: we should nevertheless 

make sure that in this the advantage for society takes prior¬ 

ity and that an unhealthy prosperity for the individual must be 

avoided. 

Through joint Socialist work in the co-operative communities, 

commodity groups and production co-operatives, the energy of the 

tradesmen, the Komplementdre and the private employers devel¬ 

ops in the interests of rising social productivity and the gradual 

improvement in working and living conditions. 

Thus, the point is not to measure work done only on the basis of 

profit, but above all, on the basis of how it satisfies genuine social 

needs. The point is to convince these strata that in this way the 

conformity between social needs and collective and personal in¬ 

terests is best achieved. 

This task requires a great deal of persuasive work in the political 

and ideological fields by the fraternal parties. The main document 

of the Moscow conference says on this subject: 

"The Socialist world has now entered a stage of its development 

when the possibility arises of utilizing on a scale far greater than 

ever before the tremendous potentialities inherent in the new 

system." 

That means, therefore, the better the individual solves the new 

tasks at 'his place of work, and in a more technically qualified 

manner, the more firmly the Socialist collective work will develop, 

the more quickly things will move forward. 

In this connection, a word on the further work in the commis¬ 

sions of the National Front of Democratic Germany. 

It is necessary that the members of all parties continue to help 

in the future also in making our homeland ever more attractive and 

in developing intellectual and cultural life in the cities and 

villages. That is a big task. It demands that our people be familiar 

with the further development of our economy and with social 

development. We must explain the social interrelationships in such 

a way that everyone can figure out by himself how life in the cities 

and communities can be made even better with the available 

forces. 
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The commissions of the National Front have great opportunities 

to promote the all-sided development of the Socialist community 

and to strengthen the Socialist consciousness of all citizens. 

The "Ahlen Program” Was Betrayed 

Dear Friends! 

In West Germany, too, the working class and other working people 

have done away with the material ruins of the Second World War 

in difficult and hard work. The fruits of their labour, however, have 

been stolen by the ruling class of big capital in league with the 

imperialist occupation powers. 

Power there does not emanate from the people. The reactionary 

forces of monopoly rule, the spirit of revanchism and of the claim 

to be the sole representative of Germany reigns there. The Bonn 

government even works stubbornly against the treaty on the non¬ 

proliferation of atomic weapons and a European security con¬ 

ference. 

On this occasion, it is appropriate to answer the question as to 

what has become of the program of the West German CDU - the 

Ahlen Program which was proclaimed in 1947. At that time, the 

nationalisation of the key industries was demanded. Looking back 

at it today reveals the hypocrisy, the demagogy and the betrayal 

of the people in the true sense of the word. 

The entire internal and external policy of the Bonn state is based 

on the striving for profits and wild hatred of social progress. 

Monopoly capital is constantly sharpening the exploitation of the 

working class and daily threatens the existence of many farmers 

and members of the middle strata. With the increasing concen¬ 

tration of economic and political power in the hands of the 

monopolists, the antagonisms between the imperialists and the 

small and middle employers grow steadily more acute. The scien¬ 

tific and technological revolution leads, under capitalist condi¬ 

tions, to the further ruin of these strata. Large-scale industry in 

West Germany is pushing the less competitive firms ever more into 

collapse. 

The promises of the CDU and the SPD which are now being made 

in the federal election battle cannot hide these facts. 
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The mass of the small and middle employers can expect help 

neither from the powerful monopoly owners nor from the Bonn gov¬ 

ernment. The road that 800,000 farmers in West Germany have 

been forced to travel, namely, the giving up of their land, is also 

intended for large sections of the urban middle classes. 

Our Road Was, Is and Remains Correct 

Dear Friends! 

The German Democratic Republic is entering the third decade of 

its existence without wavering. Its task is to complete the devel¬ 

oped social system of Socialism, along with its core, the economic 

system. That is a great goal. 

What is involved is a high level and a rapid tempo of develop¬ 

ment of the social production forces, a strong Socialist state power 

and the all-sided development of Socialist democracy. That requi res 

a high educational level of the working people, the improvement of 

the working and living conditions and the permeation of all areas 

of social life with Socialist ideology and culture. Decisive things 

are at stake in the solution of these tasks. 

The international conference of Communist and Workers’ Parties 

in Moscow made clear that the conflict between Socialism and im¬ 

perialism is growing more acute. There can be no doubt that im¬ 

perialism will always seek to find new possibilities to lengthen its 

existence. For that purpose it considers all means justifiable, in¬ 

cluding the calculations for a third world war. The danger of a third 

world war is therefore not banished. We must not underestimate 

that danger. 

In this connection, we need only remind ourselves of the criminal 

war in Vietnam and other attempts to develop new centres of con¬ 

flict. 

That this aggressive policy is destined to suffer defeat wherever 

a threatened people fights consistently against imperialism and 

has the Soviet Union, the Socialist community of states and the 

peace forces of the world on its side - that is naturally the other 

side of the question. 

Despite all the sabotage attempts of world imperialism, the So- 
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cialist world system as a whole has been able to grow and to in¬ 

crease its influence in the world in recent years. 

The further changing of the relations of forces internationally in 

favour of the forces of peace, of democracy, of national indepen¬ 

dence and of Socialism depends on the extent to which the politi¬ 

cal, military and ideological alliance of the community of Socialist 

states can be further strengthened and their economic relations 

more intimately co-ordinated. 

Our co-operation with the Soviet Union and the other Socialist 

countries confirms that Socialism is in a position to solve every 

problem with its own forces if the Socialist states unite their ef¬ 

forts. 

We have a clearly outlined, scientifically based program for the 

road ahead. We will carry it out together. 

Our road was, is and remains correct. 

Permit me, a few days before the 20th anniversary of our Repub¬ 

lic, to wish you continued success along that road. 
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